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 Purrlie’s Mission to the Milky Way 

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 (10:30AM – 11:30AM) Enumclaw Library. All ages. Join us for a rollicking musical about 

Purrlie, the cat, who thinks the Milky Way is actually made of milk. She builds a rocket ship to explore the solar 

system. 

 

 The Spaced Out Magic Show 

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 (2:00PM – 2:45PM) Covington Library. Ages 5 and older. Presented by Louie Foxx. How can 

objects travel from one side of the room to the other? You do not need to travel to outer space to discover some 

amazing science magic. 

 

 The Story of the Stars Puppet Show 

Saturday, July 20, 2019 (11:00AM – 12:00PM) Kent Library. Also offered on Tuesday, July 30, 2019 (2:30PM –

 3:15PM). Covington Library. Family program, all ages welcome. Do you know how the night stars got their names? 

Learn about Roman and Greek myths and the stories about constellations like Hydra, Leo, Perseus and Andromeda. 

Targeting  
Summer Learning Loss 

 
Keep skills sharp  
over the summer! 

Questions/Comments? 
 

Tahoma  
Teaching and Learning 

 
 425-413-3400 

 
See other editions of  

Learning Connections at 
www.tahomasd.us 

IN THE COMMUNITY 

Check out this website for some fun learning games 

www.pbskids.org 

Fun Idea 
     Summer Reporter at Large 

At the next family gathering, why not have a reporter at large? It's a fun way to get some practice at asking good 
questions, listening, and learning more about your family. 
 
Reporter’s Most Important Equipment: Curiosity and humor. 
 
Reporter’s Goal: To find out what family members were up to before they grew up.  If your family owns a 
video camera or a recorder, you might consider allowing your child to use it. If not, don’t worry because they can do 
what most reporters do - scribble down notes as best they can, check facts, and work them up into readable form 
later.  
 
Sometimes, a good reporter has to dig a little to get the story.  
Here are some possible topics and questions: 
 
Activities  

 Did you have a favorite hobby? What was it? How long did you keep it up? 

 Did you ever play a musical instrument? Which one? Did you take lessons? How did you feel about practicing? 

 When did you attend your first dance? Did you ever go to dancing school? Please demonstrate your favorite 
dance step for us. 

 What was your favorite sport? What did you like best about it? Were you ever on a team? What position did 
you play? 

 
                                                                                         Continued on the next page .  .  .  .   

Browse by topic 

 Nature Education 

 Arts & Crafts 

 Sports 

 Summer Science 

 Robotics 

 Stargazing 

Check out some on-line resources sponsored by the 
Public Broadcasting Stations.  PBS has some great 
resources that support learning.   
 
Resources are intended as more of a parent/
teacher resource and have some fun ideas that you 
can adapt to fit into your summer activities.  The site 
isn’t likely to be very interesting as free exploration 
for your child.   

https://www.tahomasd.us/
http://pbskids.org/
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/camp-pbs-learningmedia/?topic_id=1190




 Covington Days Festival  

Saturday and Sunday, July 20 and 21 (Sat 10:00AM—7:00 PM 

& Sun 10:00AM—5:00PM) 169th Place SE & SE 270th Place  

 Moon Landing 50th Anniversary Space Expo 

Saturday, July 20, 2019 (2:00PM – 4:00PM) Issaquah Library. 

All ages welcome. Meet local space experts and enthusiasts, 

including representatives from our local Redmond based 

space company Space X! Learn about historic missions as 

well as new missions on the horizon, and ask questions about 

the industry. Join us for a universe of fun! 

 

 Reading with Rover 

Sunday, July 21 and August 18th 2019 (1:00PM – 2:00PM) 

Covington Library. For school-age children with adult. Build 

reading skills and confidence by reading aloud to a certified 

therapy dog in a welcoming environment. Reading with Rover 

is a community-based literacy program working with schools 

and libraries throughout the greater Seattle area.  

 

 Henry IV -Part 2 

Sunday, July 21 (5:00 pm) Lake Wilderness Park in the 

Natural Amphitheatre. Written by William Shakespeare, Henry 

IV is a story of power, honor and rebellion. After the death of 

King Richard, Henry Bolingbroke is crowned King Henry IV. 

The king is not enjoying his reign and feels guilty about the 

removal of Richard. He is conflicted in his conscience in 

whether to go to the Holy Land on crusade to pay penance or 

to remain at home and manage the troubles that demand his 

attention. 

 

 Yes, It's Rocket Science Workshop 

Registration required beginning July 22.  Monday, August 

5, 2019 (2:00PM – 3:00PM) Covington Library. Ages 5 to 7. 

Presented by Museum of Flight. Learn about rockets then 

build and test your own Alka-Seltzer powered rocket. Space is 

limited.  

 

 Alien Invasion Concert 

Monday, July 22, 2019 (2:00PM – 3:00PM) Auburn Library. 

Family program, all ages welcome. Little blue creatures are 

coming to take over our planet and eat all of our pizza! Join us 

for a mini-musical with songs, comedy and puppets! 

 

 Stars Big Dream Puppet Show 

Monday, July 22, 2019 (2:00PM – 3:00PM) Issaquah Library. 

Family program, all ages welcome. Star’s biggest dream is to 

become an astronaut and explore space. One day she 

discovers a special book in the library and her galactic 

wish comes true. 

 

 Sun Print Workshop 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 (3:00PM – 4:00PM) Kent 

Library. Ages 8 to adult. Since 1842 the cyanotype 

(blue-print) process has been used by scientists and 

engineers to document their work. Use found objects, 

natural materials and the light of the sun to create a 

blue photo-image. All supplies provided.  

 

 Hot Air Balloon Workshop 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 (6:00PM – 7:00PM) Kent 

Library. Ages 7 and older with participating adult. Blast 

off! Build a hot air balloon using simple materials, and 

then test your design to see if it will float successfully.  

 

 Suited for Space Science Workshop 

Registration begins July 23. Tuesday, August 6, 

2019 (2:00PM – 3:00PM). Black Diamond Library. Ages 

8 and older. Presented by Museum of Flight. How do 

you protect an astronaut in a low-pressure 

environment? Work with others to design and build a 

prototype space suit, then test it in the vacuum 

chamber.  

 

 Build a Robot Puppet Craft Workshop 

Registration begins July 24, 10am. Wednesday, 

August 7, 2019 (1:30PM – 3:00PM). Maple Valley. 

Ages 8 to 12, ages 6 to 7 with adult. Presented by 

Cheryl Hadley. Make a rod puppet robot using a variety 

of materials and then develop a voice and personality 

for your creation.  

 

 Coding Our Future Science Workshop 

Registration begins July 25.  Thursday, August 8, 

2019 (2:00PM – 3:00PM). Enumclaw Library. Ages 8 to 

11. Presented by Museum of Flight. Learn to program 

an Ozobot, a small-automated guided vehicle (AGV) 

that uses optics to follow lines and colors to perform 

different mobile actions.  

 

 Summer Concert Series  

Fridays, July 26, August 2, 9 and 16 

6:30 PM - located at Covington Community Park 

 

 Summer Sounds & Cinema 

Friday July 26, 2019 (7:00PM - 11:00PM). Lea Hill Park 

in Auburn. 7:00 PM -  Creme Tangerine (Seattle's 

premier Beatles tribute band) Dusk - Incredibles 2 (PG)  

 

 Renton River Days Parade 

Saturday, July 27, 2019 (10:00AM). Spectators line S. 

3rd St. from Shattuck Avenue to Liberty Park in Renton, 

WA.  This year’s theme is “Catch a Wave!” 

 

 Glass Fest Northwest 

Saturday, July 27, 2019 (10:00AM-5:00PM). Museum of 

Glass. This event puts glass art center stage by 

bringing together local artists, live glassmaking 

demonstrations, food, drinks, music, and activities.  

https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c60ac5fb322a4350026f496
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c5f58b0cbab1e2100bc169f
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c64858f53773c2b00f28d1a
https://kcls.bibliocommons.com/events/5c61b11c27e5a73f00620ed5


Check out Storyline Online   
 
The Screen Actors Guild Foundation 
provides access to a great resource to 
support reading, here you can view videos 
of famous actors reading children’s books. 
Each book also includes additional 
activities and lesson plan ideas. Books 
include A Bad Case of Stripes, Private I. 
Guana, The Polar Express, and White 
Socks Only plus many more! This is a 
great activity to start your child thinking of 
more than just the story, but why the story 
is significant and what its message could 
possibly be. 

Travel 

 What was the best family vacation you can remember? Where did you go? Who came along? 
When was the first time you traveled alone? Where were you headed? What happened on the 
trip? 

 
School 

 Did you like school? Why or why not?  Describe a favorite teacher.   

 What subject gave you the most headaches? How much homework did you have every night? 

 Were you allowed to watch TV on weeknights? 
 
Summertime 

 Did you ever go to camp? What's your best memory? Your worst? Who was your favorite counselor? Why? 

 How old were you when you learned to swim? Do you remember who taught you? Ever have a scary moment in the water? 

 What was your first summer job? How much were you paid? Describe a typical day on the job. 

 Were you ever bored during the summer? What did you do when there was "nothing to do"? 
 
World history 

 What major world events influenced your daily life?  What newspaper headline can you still see in your mind?   

 Who were your heroes? 
                                                                                                        

  Summer Reporter at Large adapted from an article on family education.com 

Fun Idea—Summer Reporter at Large  
...Continued from first page.. 

Stumped on what to read next? The King 
County Library has great books lists 

arranged by age and genre. Each list has a 
description of each book and a 

recommended age range. These are librarian 
picks so you know they’ll be great ones. 

Book lists here! 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://kcls.bibliocommons.com/explore/featured/staff_picks


This week 
our focus is:

• Make predictions and inferences when reading.
• Locate clues in the text that show you are right.

Have you ever listened to someone on the 
phone and tried to guess who they were 
talking to from the clues of what they said 
and how they acted?  If so, you were using 
the thinking skill of inferring.  Readers do the 
same thing, using the author’s clues to 
predict what might happen or figure out 
something that was not directly stated.  
Some people call it “reading between the 
lines”.  To understand jokes and humor you 
often have to make an inference to get what 
was funny.  Visualizing and inferring often go 
together; these skills will help your child 
comprehend and stay interested.

The author of the Captain 
Underpants series will make you 
laugh as hard as his books!

http://www.pilkey.com/

http://www.gigglepoetry.com/ Lots of fun poetry for kids

www.brainpopjr.comClick on Reading and Writing 
then Making Inferences

www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic

Create comics using the templates provided

http://www.pilkey.com/�
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/�
http://www.brainpopjr.com/�
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic�


      Inferring practice 

Write a one sentence inference on the line and circle the clues 
you used.  

 

1. Joe blew out the   candles  and got   presents.  

It is Joe’s birthday

2. Mary plays her flute for 2 hours every day.  

.  

______________________________________________________________ 

3. The boat drifted in the middle of the lake.  

______________________________________________________________ 

4. John went running into the street without looking.  

______________________________________________________________ 

5. We bought tickets and some popcorn.  

______________________________________________________________ 

6. I forgot to set my alarm clock last night.  

______________________________________________________________ 

7. When I woke up, there were branches and leaves all over the 
yard.  

______________________________________________________________ 

8. Yesterday we cleaned out our desks and took everything home.  

______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 



Key      Inferring practice 

Write a one sentence inference on the line and circle the clues 
you used.  

1. Joe blew out the  candles  and got  presents.  

It is Joe’s birthday

2. Mary plays her flute for   2 hours every day.  

.  

3. The boat  drifted   in the   middle of the lake.  

Mary really likes to play the flute. OR Mary is an excellent flute player. 

4. John went  running   into the street    without looking.  

The boat ran out of gas. OR There was no wind.  

5. We bought   tickets   and some   popcorn.  

John is not careful. OR John went to get his ball.  

6. I   forgot   to set my   alarm clock    last night.  

We are going to the movies. OR We are going to a baseball game.  

I was late for school. OR I was tired last night.

7. When I woke up, there were  branches and leaves all over the yard.  

  

8. Yesterday we  cleaned out our desks  and  took everything home.  

There had been a wind storm during the night. 

 

It is the last day of school.  

Other logical answers are acceptable. 

 



Name ________________________ 
 
 
     The first thing Corey does when he gets home is 
to look for his dog, Rover. When he sees Rover, he 
gives the dog a big hug. Then Corey takes Rover 
outside and the two of them play on the grass. 
Sometimes Corey throws a stick for Rover to fetch, 
and sometimes they play Frisbee. No matter how 
tired he is, Corey plays with Rover until dinner time. 
Corey always feeds Rover and makes sure he has 
fresh water.  
 
 
What inference can you make about Corey?  
 
___________________________________________ 
 
What clues did you use? 
 
1. _____________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________ 

 



KEY 
 
What inference can you make about Corey?  
 
Possible inferences include: 
 Corey loves Rover. 
 Corey is good at taking care of Rover. 
 Corey is a responsible kid. 
 
What clues did you use? 
 

1. 

2. 

Corey gives Rover a big hug. 

3. 

Corey plays fetch with Rover. 

4. 

Corey always feeds Rover. 

 

When Corey gets home, he looks for Rover.  

 



Name ___________________________ 
 
INFERENCE practice 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
1. Josh walked into his bedroom and saw that his closet door was 
open. He noticed that his baseball and glove were on the shelf, but 
they were muddy! Josh looked into his little brother’s room. Dirty 
shoes and clothes were piled in a corner.   

“Mom,” Josh called, “Mike took my ball and glove without 
asking!” 

 
Josh knew who had taken his ball and glove. How did he know
 

?  

  0   Josh’s closet door was open 
  0   Mike was not in his room 
  0   Mike’s clothes were dirty 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
2.  Mom was ready to set the table for dinner. When she went into 
the dining room, Jim’s book was on the table. It had brown 
fingerprints on it. She moved his things and went ahead and set the 
table. After dinner, Mom went to get the chocolate cake she had 
baked for dessert, but there was a huge piece missing! When she 
went back into the dining room, she looked at everyone seated 
around the table. Then she asked Jim how he liked the cake.  
 
Mom knew who had eaten the cake. How did she know

 
?  

0   There was a piece of cake missing 
 0   She looked to see who had eaten the least for dinner 
 0   She remembered the brown fingerprints on Jim’s book. 
 
 



3.  Ann was teaching her little sister Jane how to ride her new 
bicycle. They practiced for about an hour and then returned home. 
Their mom saw them coming. Jane’s face was red. Streaks of dried 
tears ran down her cheeks. Her pants were dirty. As the girls came 
closer, their mother said, “Don’t worry, Jane. You’ll be riding as 
well as anyone soon!” 
 

 
How did their mother know Jane had a hard time? 

 0  Ann told her 
 0  Jane’s face and clothes showed her 
 0  She knew Jane couldn’t learn all at once 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  One of Ann and Jane’s chores is to do the laundry. They are 
supposed to wash, dry, fold and hang up the clothes. One day, their 
mom saw a lot of clean laundry crumpled in a pile on the bed. As 
soon as she put her hand on the pile, she knew it had been there 
only a moment and Ann and Jane would soon finish their job. 
 

 
How did their mom know the laundry had been there for a moment? 

 0  She felt with her hand that the laundry was still warm 
 0  The clean laundry was on the bed 

0 The laundry was crumpled in a pile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Key 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
1. Josh knew who had taken his ball and glove. How did he know
 

?  

  0   Josh’s closet door was open 
  0   Mike was not in his room 
       Mike’s clothes were dirty 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2. Mom knew who had eaten the cake. How did she know

 
?  

0   There was a piece of cake missing 
 0   She looked to see who had eaten the least for dinner 
      She remembered the brown fingerprints on Jim’s book. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
3.  How did their mother know Jane had a hard time? 
 
 0    Ann told her 
       Jane’s face and clothes showed her 
 0    She knew Jane couldn’t learn all at once 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
4.  How did their mom know the laundry had been there for a moment? 
 
     She felt with her hand that the laundry was still warm 
 0  The clean laundry was on the bed 
 0  The laundry was crumpled in a pile 
 



                     Inference Exercises 
 
 
1.  It sometimes rains in the desert. 
When it does there is water where there 
had only been dry _______________. 
               1.  
 
2.  Most land animals use their hind, or 
back, legs to swim through the water. 
The platypus uses its ___________legs, 
though.        2. 
  
 
3.  Some dinosaurs and whales are 
among the largest and 
_______________ animals that ever  
               3. 
lived. The blue whale is the largest and 
weighs the most.  
 
 
4. Snakes do not need to tear up their 
food because they _______________it 
whole.    4. 
 
 
5.  Some people are afraid that a 
porcupine will ___________ them with  
     5. 
its quills. 6. They don’t have to worry 
because a porcupine uses its quills only 
to ________________ itself.  
  6. 
 
7.  The camel travels very well through 
the desert. It can go without food and 
water for a long time, and its flat 
________________ do not sink into the  
                  7. 
sand.  

1.   sand 
      paper 
      leaves 
      rain 

2.    front 
       land 
       back 
       own 

3.   youngest 
      lightest 
      heaviest 
      darkest 

4.  find 
     swallow 
     tear 
     smell 

5.   eat 
      see 
      attack 
      protect 6.  clean 

    defend 
    dress 
    allow 

7.  humps 
     teeth 
     eyes 
     feet 



This week 
our focus is:

Find a Friend: 
http://eduplace.com/kids/mthexp/content/egames/faf_grade3.html

o Estimate sums and differences
o Solve addition and subtraction word 
problems

Fill up a jar with small 
items (buttons, sunflower 
seeds, pennies, etc). Ask 

your child to estimate 
how many items are in 

the jar. Then count to see 
how close the estimate 

was! Talk about ways that 
we use estimation in real 

life.

Fill in the 
missing 

numbers. Each 
number is the 

sum of the two 
numbers 

beneath it. 

Ask your child to 
create a word 

problem that requires 
addition or 

subtraction for you to 
solve!

http://eduplace.com/kids/mthexp/content/egames/faf_grade3.html�
http://www.sia-hq.com/custom/articlepics/simple math.jpg�


Name _________________________________________________ 

 
Estimating Pages 

 
The 4th

 

 grade students earn prizes for reading. The chart below shows 
some of the books Eric is interested in reading.  

Book Title        

Fantastic Mr. Fox      98 
Charlotte’s Web       132 
Howliday Inn       200 
On My Honor       110 
Matilda        270    

Number of Pages 

 
Eric thinks he will read 1,000 pages if he reads all of these books. Use 
estimation to decide if Spencer’s number is reasonable. Show your 
work! 

 

 

 

 

 

Is Eric’s estimate reasonable? ________ 



Name _____________________________________________ 

 

1. Joe read 93 pages of his book. Molly read 56 pages of her book. How 

many more pages did Joe read than Molly? 

 

 

2. Ally found 68 shells on the beach. Morgan found 36 shells. How many 

shells did they find altogether?  

 

 

3. Aaron practiced for 53 minutes. Jeremy practiced for 38 minutes. How 

many more minutes did Aaron practice than Jeremy?  

 

 

4. Mikey has 203 baseball cards. Ben has 126 baseball cards. How many 

more baseball cards does Mikey have than Ben? 



Name _____________________________________________ 

 

1. Jaylynn had 186 marbles. She bought a bag of 50 more marbles, but 

gave 12 of them to her brother. How many marbles does Jaylynn have 

now?  

 

 

2. Alison and Emma went to the movies. They spent $16 on tickets, $8 on 

soda, $6 on candy and $12 on popcorn. How much did Alison and 

Emma spend altogether?   

 

 

3. Cody and Kip went bowling. Kip scored 172 and Cody scored 129. How 

many more points did Kip score than Cody?  

 

 

4. Gary read 602 pages. Greg read 458 pages. How many more pages did 

Gary read than Greg?  



Name _____________________________________________ 

 

First estimate, and then find the actual answer. 

 

1)  137 + 289 = 

Estimate: __________ 

Actual Answer: __________ 

 

2)  803 – 597 =  

Estimate: ______________ 

Actual Answer: ____________ 

 

3)  789 + 114 =  

Estimate: _________________ 

Actual Answer: _____________ 

 

4) 612 – 487 =  

Estimate: ___________________ 

Actual Answer: _______________ 
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